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FOREWORD 


Requests for banjo arrangements from all over tbe U. S. have been so 
numerous that the publication of a collection of numbers in book form was 
decided upon. 

Study of the instructions given with particular attention to playing the 
selections exactly as marked will assure performers a reward for their ef¬ 
fort. 


The writer wishes to express his thanks for the many appreciative let¬ 
ters written him by banjo fans in this way, and hopes that the task of compil¬ 
ing and marking the enclosed will be accepted as a partial expression of 
his continued gratitude and interest. 

Fred Van Eps 



Copyright 1923 W? J. Smith Music Co. Inc. N.Y. 
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Signs For Marking The Fingering 


Much stress should he placed^ on the importance of correct Tingering, otherwise these se¬ 
lections cannot he played accurately 

Practice them a few measures at a time, memorizing the fingering as well as the melody. 

They are carefully marked and helow is an explanation of the signs. 

Figures 1,2,3 and 4 indicate the fingers of the left hand. 

The signs + thumb, . l4 finger, and .. 2 n _d finger of the right hand. 

A dash —— connecting two figures indicate a slide of a left hand finger from one-posi¬ 
tion to another, without lifting it from the strings.' 

A dash connecting two R hand signs means a slide from one string to another and is done 
with one stroke of finger or thumb. 

B (Abbreviation of Barre) is made by stopping two or more strings at the same fret with 

the first finger of the left hand. The figure preceeding B gives the fret at which the stop 
is made. 

Pos. (Abbreviation of position) is made by stopping one string only with the first finger 
of the left hand and the figure indicates the fret. 

0 - Any open string 

© 1 st string 

(a)- 2 nd string 

(^)- 3rd string 
4th string 
5th string 

Where no right hand fingering is marked it is “Regular” i.e. First string picked with the 
2 «< 1 , finger, string picked with the first finger, and the 3 rd, 4 th and 5 ^ strings picked 
with the thumb. 

Where repetitions occur the fingering is to be the same as originally marked. 


Copyright 1923 W® J. Smith Music Co. Inc.N.Y. 
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9 



The drum beats ( JT3 ) in the 4th measures of the first and last strains are made by snap¬ 
ping the fingers of the right hand against the head. Fold the fingers tightly and release them 
4th, 3rd, 2nd & 1st with the thumb. 

* 

To play the run in the 6th, 7th & 8th measures of the first strain_Hold the position of the 

unison A’s i.e. 2nd finger on the 5th string and 3rd finger at the same fret on the first string. 
Pick the 5th string with the thumb. The next note which is on the first string with the first 

finger_The third or last note of the triplet which is also on the first string with the second 

finger.. (Practice of a triplet scale in this form will help.) 

After the unison A’s_ Start picking the strings as above and slide the left hand in the same 
position up to B!> (20th fret) arriving at the beginning of the 7th measure. From this fret 
start sliding downward arriving at B!> (8th fret) at the beginning of the 8th measure and at 
the middle of this measure (at the 5th fret) snap open D with the 3rd finger of the left hand. 
The effect is somewhat between a chromatic and a glissando. 

In the combined slur and snap ) in the 5th measure of the 2nd strain the first 

note is picked, the second note is made by bringing down the 3rd finger of the left hand 
with sufficient force while the string is still vibrating and the third note is snapped with 
the l s .t finger of the left hand. 


In the following figure 



the third and fourth notes are both snapped. 




Chinese Picnic - 2 
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Rakoczy2 banjo 
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BANJO SOLO 


Medley Of Southern Melodies 
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Allegro Moderato 



Medley Of etc-2 Banjo Solo 
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Grand Duke Waltz 
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The Lobsters Promenade 


Banio Solo porter steele 

arr. by Fred Van Eps 




















































































The Xobsters. Promenade - 2 W. J.S.Music Co. 
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Jolly Darkies 


Banjo Solo 


BROOKS & DENTON 
Arr.by Ftsd Van Eps 
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The BANJO 





VAN 



RECORDING 

BANJO 


Exact model used by him in making records. 
A. marvel of tone quality and action. With curved 
aluminum resonator and sound hole in the head. 
IVlade in Regulars (five string). Tenors and Plectrums. 

Manufactured entirely by and under the supervision of 

FRED VAN EPS at PLAINFIELD, IV. J. 




A«c your Dealer WM. J. SMITH & CO., PUBLICATIONS 


r .SpNOtf r fcrilte,l 

^CjUIT/lRD 


Songs for the Guitar 

This collection of Fifty-eight songs includes many old 
favorites, and a number of songs both new and old, which 
have never before been published with Guitar accompani¬ 
ment. Several Spanish, French and Italian songs in 
original text, splendidly arranged hy Fred. J. Bacon, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bickford, Wm. Foden, W. J. Kitchener, Geo. 
L. Lansing. J. G. Liddicoat, Francis Pofier, AVm. J. 
Smith and Walt er F. Vreeland. 

The accompaniments range in difficulty from tbe 
very simplest, suitable for first-grade pupils, to those requiring considerable skill. 

Most of these songs are especially adapted for concert use and are very effective 
is duets for Viol in. Cello, Mandolin or Mando—Cello and Guitar. 

Order one to-day 



Arranged 6y Well Known 
American Players j^\ 


PRICE ONE DOLLAR 


Songs for the 

BIN C NOTATION 

Tkis collection of Fifty-six songs includes many old 
favorites and a number never before published witb 
Banjo accompaniment, arranged by tbe following celebrated 
arrangers and players* Tbos. J. Armstrong* Fred. J. Bacon, 
Zarb M. Bickford, Fod en, W. J. Kitchener, Geo. 

L. Lansing, J. G. Liddicoat, Francis Potter and Walter 
F. Vreeland. 

This IS tbe only song collection for Banjo published 
m this country in C notation. The accompaniments are 
effective and banjoistic, and none of them too difficult for the average performer. 

Needless to say, the tune or air m these pieces, though wriften for voice, may he 
carried by Violin. Mandolin, on any leading instrument. 

Order one Today You are bound to be pleased 

PRICE ONE DOLLAR 




Ask your Dealer 

for these 


WM. .!. SMITH & CO., PUBLICATIONS 








